



NEXUS is a unique networking college event designed to showcase the 
innovative work of the College of Liberal Arts’ faculty, students, and 
community partners.  

. 

The 2018-2019 theme is interdisciplinarity and collaboration. Our primary 
goal is to represent the innovative research projects, teaching activities, 
and service partnerships of our twelve CLA departments. Our secondary 
goals are interdisciplinary exploration and community building. 

. 

Celebrating our extensive college partnerships, the symposium will kick 
off with not one but two special events and will wrap up with a third. From 
April 2-4, we’ll host a variety of keynotes, panels, workshops, and 
development meetings at the Edinburg Campus Ballroom and adjacent 
meeting spaces. Faculty, students, and community partners will have a 
chance to explore the research, teaching, and service opportunities that 
make up the College of Liberal Arts in this symposium blend of 
conference, showcase, and recruitment fair. 
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NEXUS ACTIVITIES 
The days will be organized around class schedules to allow for easy access to events. 

MORNING & LUNCH PLENARIES 
Each day of the symposium will feature research, service, or teaching projects and activities 
with plenary presentations in each area. 

TRADITIONAL INDIVIDUAL & GROUP PRESENTATIONS 
Panels with students, faculty, and community partners will discuss research, teaching, and 
service projects and results to attendees with moderators for discussion. 

WORKSHOPS 
Workshop leaders or groups will foster effective research, teaching, and service activities in 
dynamic and experiential meetings. 

BRAINSTORMING 2.0 SESSIONS 
Issue leaders will lead working groups through discussions of important questions, issues,  
and/or problems, developing practical action plans and networks during the session. 

NETWORKING TABLES 
The Student Union’s Gran Salon will be the NEXUS hub: the site of keynotes, panels, meals, 
snacks, and permanent side tables featuring departmental information and project displays/
representatives for touring and networking between sessions. We’re also recruiting soloists 
from UTRGV’s School of Music to play during the networking intermissions. 
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NEXUS POST-PARTIES 
The symposium wraps each day at 4:30, followed by special afternoon events. More details to 
come. 

DEPARTMENT & PROGRAM SHOWCASE ACTIVITIES 
If you’d like to showcase a particular organization, event, department, or set of student 
projects, let us know at nexus@utrgv.edu. Colin will be contacting departments, programs, 
university units, and community partners to brainstorm and design ways for them to highlight 
their expertise at the symposium if they would like. 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CALL FOR PARTICIPATION 
NEXUS is a new and unique networking college event designed to showcase the innovative 
work of the College of Liberal Arts’ faculty, students, and community partners. It’s a chance to 
put together that dream panel you’ve had in the back of your mind. It’s an opportunity to 
mentor students to get networking experience. It’s a chance to articulate your vision of CLA 
and activities you want to foster in our college through your work. Finally, it’s a way to re-
invent who we are with our local partners in thinking, acting, and learning.  

The 2018-2019 theme is interdisciplinarity and collaboration. Our primary goal is to represent 
the innovative research projects, teaching activities, and service partnerships of our 
twelve CLA departments. Our secondary goals are interdisciplinary exploration and 
community building. 

With an eye towards those goals, we invite CLA faculty, students, staff, and community 
partners to submit proposals on innovative research projects and their impact, 
pedagogical best practices, and insights on designing, implementing, and assessing 
service initiatives.  

We’ll accept individual or group submissions, and will actively give feedback on your ideas 
for participation and panel design. We also encourage interdisciplinary proposals, faculty-
student projects, and interactive sessions. 

Accepting submissions through March 22, 2019.
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